City of Danville

427 Patton Street, Suite 208
Danville VA, 24541
- / Phone: (434) 799-5260

Commission of Architectural Review

MARCH 23, 2017
3:30 P.M.
FOURTH FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM

AGENDA

. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER
II.  ROLL CALL
. ITEM FOR PUBLIC HEARING
1. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness, PLCAR2017000042,
filed by Liz Russell to remove the storm doors from the four (4) first
floor doors at 132-138 Holbrook Avenue. '
IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JANUARY 26, 2017
V. OTHER BUSINESS

V.  ADJOURNMENT
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City of Danville
427 Patton Street, Suite 208

w Danville VA, 24541
-~ Phone: (434) 799-5260

Commission of Architectural Review

Commission of Architectural Review
Meeting of March 23, 2017

SUBJECT

132-138 Holbrook Avenue
VDHR # 108-0056-0063

APPLICANT’'S REQUEST

The applicant, Liz Russell, is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to remove the
four (4) storm doors from the first floor doors at 132-138 Holbrook Avenue. The
applicant has submitted photos of the existing doors.

STAFF EVALUATION

It is unclear when the storm doors were installed at 132-138 Holbrook Avenue. A
building permit dated March 7, 1927 was issued to convert the dwelling into four (4)
apartments. The permit lists changes to the front porch, but no specifics are given. No
other pertinent information was found in the property records.

Section 3 of the Old West End Design Guidelines addresses Renovation/Restoration
Guidelines; Section K states that a Certificate of Appropriateness is required for
[a]/teration of any historic element or feature.

Due to the suspected age of the doors, Staff believes that they may be deemed historic
features. However, they do not appear to be original to the house. Staff believes that
this request does meet the Guidelines and a Certificate of Appropriateness should be
issued to remove the storm doors at 132-138 Holbrook avenue.
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CITY OF DANVILLE, VIRGINIA
APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT

(TO BE FILLED OUT IN TRIPLICATE. ALL QUESTIONS MUST BE FULLY ANSWERED)

THE BUILDER OR OWNER MUST HAVE THE STREET LINES ESTABLISHED BY THE CITY ENGINEER BEFORE STARTING
WORK, SHOULD BUILDING NOT CONFORM WITH STREET LINIS, OWNER WILL BE REQUIRED TO MOVE ANY OR ALL
ENCROACHMENTS BEYOND SAID LINES.

WITHIN THE ESTABLISHED FIRE DISTRICT PLANS AND SPE! CATIONS, IN TRIPLICATE, MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE
CITY ENGINEER FOR APPROVAL BEFORE PERMIT WILL BE 18SUED.

Danville, Va’gy/ 2 1997

To the Cily Engineer: d
s inside
Application is hereby made for a permit to remewe in accordance with the City Ordinances ortands

the Tron Clad Fire District. HERA

Fireproof ... Q@’{*\#&A
et Slow Burning .. L apr o 5% y
1 of . &ﬁ A ay
Ordinary Masonry/ | A.______A.'.:?-:__‘:-?i,fg,.-_-es;____,_____ gl S O 1

Structure

i
i

Frame ..

2 Name of Owner _ <. 3 Name of Architeet .

4. Name of Builder ..o vnninnvmmsmer 5 TLoeation ]?&??“%'

6§  Between what strccls@l in sketel o{x back of this form showing nameofstreets andlocation of building

7 Use of Building .. é:} -

8 Size of Lot o . 9 Size of Building oo
138 LT o R ——
204 He0T uvamisasans

10 How many slories in height g 11 Thickness of external walls 3.4 foor

12 Size of Beams ...

14 How is building to he heated ‘Sw e
15 Is an old building to be removed or demolish dv'ufc’ s S

- —— o 3
16  Cost of Improvements ... %Wéc"ﬁ &

17 Is building to be occupied by white or colored people .

18 Will there be projections beyond street lines ...

P
19  Will building be wired for eleetric lighting or power &7
e

20  Distance of building from street line

21 If a frame building will the proposed structure be within 25 feet of a brick dwelling

22 Is huilding to be erected within the Iron Clad Fire District ... é%=® .

{7~ N.B.—No project of any kind, viz.: vaull, areaway, steps, cellar door, balconies, bay-windows, tower, awnings, mar-
quises or signs which may be beyond the street line, is ineluded or authorized in the permit under this application.

. 1, or we, hereby covenant to restore any and all damages to City sidewalks, streets, alleys, sewers, gas mains, waler
mains, and eleetric installation and to save harmless the City of Danville from any and all damages that may accrue hy
reason of the huilding, removal or repair of this building.

At the beginning of work under this permit the owner or contractor must provide and erect in a conspicuous
place on the front of the premises a wooden sign 12 x 18 inches printed with black letters House NOwooooovoieeiee,

The issuancc of this permit dees not relieve the owner, architect or contractor of any responsibility whatever for
the design, strength or safely of the construction it covers. —

. L
Signature of Owner_
=

Signalure of Applicant._..

All questions must be answered and location of building must be shown on the back of application.
The approval of this application does not grant permission to place any building materials in streets, alleys, or
sidewallks.
Permit is hereby granted this the 97 ,,,,,, Ayl
that it shall in no way conflict with any City Ordinance.

Banville, Masssessssempnmasnmg 198




All buildings, structures or improvements located in the Old Westend Historic District and visible from a public right-of-way shall not
be located, constructed, reconstructed, altered, or repaired unless a Certificate of Appropriateness has been issued by the Commission
of Architectural Review. The Commission meets once a month on the fourth Thursday of the month at 3:30 P.M. in the fourth floor
City Council Conference Room located in the Municipal Building. All questions or applications should be submitted to the Planning
Division, located on the second floor of the Municipal Building, 427 Patton Street, Room 207, Danville, VA 24541; (434)-799-5260.
As of July 1, 2009 a $25.00 fee will be required for each application submitted for review.

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED BY APPLICANT

Important-Please read before completing application

a) All questions on this application must be fully answered

b) The application must be signed by the property owners or representative with written
authorization by the owner

c) A drawing, photo, plan or sketch of proposed project with dimensions

Have you read and understand the Design Guidelines for the Historic Overlay District of Danville, Virginia? Yoo

Are you aware of the federal/state tax credits and Real Estate Abatement program available for potential
reimbursement/credit of money used during substantial rehabilitation projects?  S0mE

Would you like more information about these programs? _Y€5

Which one(s)? _ EXTtiol_ Pranvn N o— ((Fo vFuune ?ﬂ-OSﬁ’(br’)

Property Location: __ | D ; 129,156 ANVD |3'3(_ Hol ol A Vende
Name of Applicant: _ ELZAIOETH 5T LWELL. 1RUSS (4% 8
Applicant’s Address: [3 2. MHOLBROOK AVENVE DAV LUE ’,\/Pr 24Y58Y|

Applicant’s Phone Number: 43Y  250. 00l o Email Address:  |: 2 odan. e @ /\,d'f'm“,‘! <
Com_

Work Proposed (please circle one): addition/rehabilitation/new construction/sign

T Wooly UKE TO REMOIE THE sREo™/ bifbs DOORS
FROM. T™HE Fouil FiesT Fluwol Toolls. THE TwWo Poles+

DOILS  UPsTRIRS HAVE LWOODEN SCIZEYD Dooks THpt Wit Remaqn .

Type of material(s) to be used:

U pe7C N, Tss il U nle?e S, oo Lo

Slgnature of Property Owner (if not apphcant) Slgnature of Applicant

“A World Class Organization”



FEFEETIIEL.




COMMISSION OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

January 26, 2017

Members Present Members Absent Staff

Jeffrey Bond Susan Stilwell Renee Burton
Robert Stowe Sean Davis Anna Levi
Robert Weir Tracie Lancaster
Michael Nicholas Clarke Whitfield
Robin Crews

Mr. Nicholas called the meeting to order at 3pm.

ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS

Mr. Nicholas turned the meeting over to Mr. Whitfield for the Election of Officers.
Mr. Whitfield called for nominations for Chairman.

Mrs. Crews nominated Mr. Nicholas for Chairman. The nominations were
approved by a 4-0 vote (Mr. Nicholas abstained from the vote).

Mr. Whitfield called for nominations for Vice-Chairman.

Mr. Stowe nominated Mrs. Crews for Vice-Chairman. The nominations were
approved by a 4-0 vote (Mrs. Crews abstained from the vote).

Mr. Whitfield called for nominations for Secretary.

Mrs. Crews nominated Mr. Weir for Secretary. The nominations were approved by
a 4-0 vote (Mr. Weir abstained from the vote).

ITEMS FOR PUBLIC HEARING

1. Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness, PLCAR2017000008, filed by Hope
for Tomorrow Counseling to install a new projecting sign on the north side of the
building The sign is metal, 21.25" x 24", and advertises "Hope for Tomorrow
Counseling"

Mr. Nicholas opened the Public Hearing.

Present to speak on behalf of this request was Ms. Sandra Lewandowski. Ms.
Lewandowski stated | am the office manager for Hope for Tomorrow Counseling. We
have opened our office; it is down the walkway behind the sign. We recognized that you



had historical significance in that area. We saw the requirements for hanging the sign
on the directory and didn't see anything for hanging the sign where we have it now. So
we made it in the same likeness as the one on the directory. I'm sorry | did not bring a
picture of the existing directory.

Mr. Nicholas stated is that the sign you are proposing or the sign that is already up?
Ms. Lewandowski stated it is already up. | apologize for that.

Mrs. Burton stated you can see a picture of it here.

Mr. Nicholas closed the Public Hearing.

Mr. Weir made a motion to approve the application as it does meet the guidelines.
Mrs. Crews seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 5-0 vote.

APPROVAL OF THE MINTUES

Mr. Weir made a motion to approve the December 8, 2016 minutes. The motion
was approved by a unanimous vote.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mrs. Crews stated | do want to submit to the committee that | have some upcoming
dates this year that will be conflicting with our schedule for something that | am doing for
my employment. But | don’t anticipate missing more meetings than is appropriate.

Mr. Nicholas stated thank you very much, if you would just let Renee know those dates.
Mrs. Crews stated she has them.
Mrs. Burton stated | have them.

Mr. Nicholas stated | will say it is helpful if you know you can’t make a meeting to let
Renee know. If we ever have four people that say that can’t make the meeting, | can
just cancel the meeting. Then we have enough time to give public notice and
reschedule the meeting.

Mrs. Burton stated | have just a couple of things. One that we are currently working on
amendments to the current sign code and it is kind of a long process. But you will see
that coming out in a couple of months. It will not affect you a great deal with what you
guys would be looking at as far as the commercial side; since we don’t have a lot of
commercial in the Old West End. But in the long term it will affect some of the signage
within the residential uses such as yard signs. So those items we will bring before you
and we may want to adjust the guidelines based on what the Zoning Code changes are.
So just to let you know that is in the works. If you have something that you see another



locality doing or any ideas please feel free to send me an email and we will include that
as we have our discussions. Also, | just wanted to have a discussion on the nasty
demolition word to kind of talk about it a little and see how you all feel about it. We have
a couple of houses now that we are getting to the point where some of them are just not
marketable. You can fix them up, but they are still crammed within three feet on each
side of another property or there is not very much yard. The style or the interior is not
marketable after you were to spend the money to rehab. So | wanted to kind of put that
out there and see how you feel about it. It would still have to come before you for review
and we would bring all of the facts to you. We have a couple that are in that situation
now. While they are not necessarily unmarketable at this point; but maybe if they were
to be moved or demolished it would help a property next to it. To give it space because
it is more marketable or certainly more profitable.

Mr. Nicholas stated what efforts have been made by whoever is supposed to make
them to determine marketability? In others words, is this because someone drove by
and said man that house looks terrible. It's probably not marketable versus market
research and trying to put it out there. By contacting people that like to rehab homes
and flip them that type of thing. What if any effort has been made?

Mr. Bond stated what effort was made prior to the purchase?

Mrs. Burton stated at this point we do not have a lot of research on the ones | am
referring to. We have started that so we are still working on it. We do have one that we
did an appraisal on and it came back as a negative value. To me that tells me we have
got an issue, things like that are starting to pop up. As far as due diligence, a lot of times
the houses that are obtained by the Housing Authority are so that something will be
done with them. So they won't just continue to be in a dilapidated state and not all of
them are bought some are gifts. So there is not any financial buy in at that point. It is a
part of the Housing Authority taking control so that something can be done and
hopefully something positive instead of the house just sitting there. We still have a lot of
research to do we just wanted to have a conversation about it.

Mr. Nicholas stated my initial thought is that when | remember us approving or being
asked to demolition it comes with a bevy of that type of research. We held it for twenty
years and we have tried to sell it and the most we can get for it is 60 percent of what we
would need. It is usually laid out pretty clearly that we have tried everything and this
truly is the last resort to demolish it. | would personally speak for me; | would like to see
that leg work before we are asked to approve a demolition. That should be the last
resort. That is my opinion.



Mrs. Crews stated | would like to see the cost of the relocation of the home versus
demolition that would be associated with both. As a potential buyer that would be of
interest to me.

Mrs. Burton stated most cases are generic discussions of if this lot becomes vacant
what would we do. You have the possibility of infill which we have not had infill come
before the Commission since my tenure here, so that would be something new. Also,
the option of this lot is vacant can we move a house, completely using streets at random
no one get worried, from Green Street to Pine or whatever the situation maybe and still
maintain that house.

Mr. Nicholas stated if not that what about architectural elements of one house being
taken to restore another house. So maybe one of the houses that have a tin roof that
are in complete disrepair and you can salvage some of that and put it on another house
that is somewhat dilapidated but not completely and save money there. We should
cannibalize if we get to that last resort stage. | would hate to see us just demolish
everything lets send someone in there and retrieve what we can retrieve and put it to
use in a different property.

Mrs. Burton stated we have started doing that a little bit now. We are kind of at that
point in our rehab strategy where things are missing and where do you find that original
type work. We have a house on North Main that was already in the demolition line and
we were able to salvage some of the material to use over on Pine Street. So as long as
we can get into the houses safely and it is something that is owned by the Housing
Authority we are able to do that. If it is something that is a private demolition we have no
control or no way to take possession of any of that property.

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 3:42 p.m.

Approved



